
Vittorio Mauri to WGA for SBM     Novate Milanese     01/04/2017 

Dear Arturo Ramella      and        Raimo Repola 

     President                                    Secretary 

 

The experience gained throughout the many years in which I’ve participated in World 

Championships leads me to express to you a request strongly felt by most gold panners 

who participate in these events. 

I’m talking about how to progress to the next round of the Championships. 

I consider it essential and urgent to introduce into the rules in Paragraph 4 letter A point 2, 

a clear method that indicates how to move ahead into the next round. 
 

4. RULES FOR THE COMPETITION  

 
A. DETERMINING THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS 
 

1. For any category with more competitors than the number of panning pools more 
than one round will be organised. 

2. A minimum of 1 in 2 competitors must qualify for the next round. 

3. In each round, heats should have the same number of competitors, +/– 1. ‘No 
shows’ in a heat will count as being present in respect of this rule 

 

This is in order to avoid unpleasant situations like that which occurred in the Veterans’ 
semifinals at the World Championships last year in Placerville.  

See highlighted area below…. 
 

 



Note that 7 competitors in Heat 2, despite having finished in times far inferior to those of 

Heat 1, have been eliminated. 

Furthermore, those eliminated had the disadvantage of a higher number of chips, 10 

against 7. 

I recall that this is no isolated case and that this situation was encountered on many 

occasions. 

In Placerville, it caused great regret among the eliminated contestants and made them 

question whether they would ever compete again under these rules. 

Last year at the European Championships held in Burgdorf, Switzerland, a method was 

adopted which I consider to be the best of all.  

It is: 

-Passage to the next round with the classification in each category of the best times in all 

heats of the same rounds taken together, including the semi-finals. 

Doing so would ensure that all inequalities would come to an end. 

 

Best regards 

Vittorio Mauri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


